
 

 

Mapping and Orienteering at Home 

This activity is suited for students who are learning measurements, angles, geometric shapes, map reading and visual 

arts. More advanced students may create a map of a larger area like their back yard or an entire floor of their house, 

while younger students may choose to create a map of their bedroom, or another room in the house.  

This activity plan includes the following resources for your child: 

 Printable worksheet with grid lines for the actual map 

 8 Printable Orienteering Markers 

 Printable orienteering answer key 

 Instructions for completing the map 

Step by Step Instructions  

1. Print off the Printable worksheet with grid lines 

2. Determine which unit of measurement you would like to use for your space, i.e. Meters, Centimeters, Feet, 

Inches, Yards, etc.  

3. Using a ruler or measuring tape, measure the outer perimeter of your mapping are; bedroom, yard, etc. and 

neatly write the measurements on a piece of paper. You can use the back of the map worksheet if you would 

like.  

4. Determine how many squares you need for the entire surface area of your map. Hint* the grid is 25 squares by 

30 squares. If your space is 25 meters by 30 meters you can easily use the whole grid.  

5. Determine your scale; Example if 4 squares = 1 meter   your scale will look something like this 

    

            1M 

6. Using the measurements you have written down for the outside perimeter of your area and the scale you have 

determined, draw a border within the grid lines for the space you require for your map.  

7. Decide which features of your mapped area you would like to include on your map i.e. Bed, Desk, Entertainment 

Unit, Couch, etc. and measure those items using the same unit of measurement you used for the perimeter.  

8. Draw the features of your map using recognizable shapes and colours that will eventually be placed into the 

Map Legend.  

9. Create a legend that will identify the items on your map.  

10. Cut out the printable orienteering markers and decide how many you would like to use for your home 

orienteering course.  

11. Place the orienteering markers in locations that are not so obvious, make sure you have permission from your 

parents before taping, gluing or tacking anything onto walls or furniture.  

12. Mark the locations of the orienteering markers with a red number on your map; your family will need to find the 

real orienteering markers using the red numbers on the map, so be careful and accurate.  

13. Complete the title and date on the map worksheet 

Extra Credit!  

14. Use a compass, compass app or other methods to determine which direction is north. 

15. Include a compass rose on your map worksheet indicating which direction is North 

16. Use the Compass rose to orient the map to its environment.  



 

Mapping and Orienteering at Home Example 

Map Title and Date: ____My Bedroom, April 6, 2020____ 
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Mapping and Orienteering at Home Worksheet 

Map Title and Date: __________________________________ 

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

 



 

17. Printable Orienteering Markers and Answer Sheets

   

     

 


