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Dear Parents, 
 

 

 Outdoor Education programs have been offered at Mansfield Outdoor Centre since 

1975.  The Centre is a multi-faceted educational and recreational facility that operates 

year round.  As well as school programs, we have 40 km. of groomed cross-country ski 

trails, a children’s summer camp, and weekend retreats for a wide variety of family, 

youth, and social groups. But during the entire school year, Outdoor Education is our 

primary focus. 

 

 Our combination of protected solitude and easy accessibility has been enjoyed by 

schools from many public and separate boards and private schools over the past 3 

decades.  Over 4,500 students from all kinds of schools; large and small, urban and rural, 

close by and far away, visit our centre each year. In 2010 we commemorated the 

135,000
th

 student to experience outdoor education at our centre. 

 

 Our programs directly relate to the school curriculum: they complement and 

supplement the most recent Ministry of Education curriculum documents. We believe 

that one of the best ways to learn is to come into personal contact with the things we seek 

to know.  As students explore and investigate the outdoor environment during program, 

learning becomes immediate and meaningful.  Essential knowledge and broad based 

skills acquired under these conditions have a great impact and are long lasting. 

 

 During their stay students also have the opportunity to practice valuable living 

skills.  By assuming various individual and group responsibilities such as keeping their 

cabins clean, taking out the recycling and setting tables, students not only learn about 

self-reliance and co-operation but also learn how to interact with others, solve problems 

and make responsible decisions. The residential program offers students many 

opportunities to practice these various living skills that students require for healthy active 

living. Daily physical activity is also an integral part of our programs and an appropriate 

lifestyle choice. 

 

 The Mansfield Outdoor Centre experience is a mix of academic pursuits, physical 

and recreational activities and social and emotional growth and development.  These are 

totally integrated, thereby making your student’s residential stay a community of living 

and learning. 
 

Thank You, 
The Mansfield Team 
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Information about Mansfield Outdoor Centre 
 

 
LOCATION  100 km north of Toronto (10 km north of Highway 89 on Airport Rd.) 

 

SUPERVISION In addition to the classroom teachers and extra supervisors from the school, 

Mansfield Outdoor Centre has a number of permanent instructors, food 

services staff, maintenance and cleaning staff as well as a manager and 

director who live on site. Most of the staff have first aid training and the 

closest hospital is in Alliston, 20 minutes by paved road. 

 

STAFF  We pride ourselves on the excellence and permanence of our staff. Staff are 

selected for both their knowledge, appreciation and love of the outdoors and 

their excellent rapport and respect for the students. The Mansfield 

instructor/student teaching ratio is approximately 1:18. 

 

PROGRAMS  The outdoor education programs have been carefully developed to contribute 

directly to the knowledge, skills and values of students based  on the most 

recent Ministry of Education policies and philosophy. The homeroom teacher 

selects the programs that meet the needs and abilities of his or her class. 

Sample programs include: Orienteering, The Fur Trade, Native Eco-Roles, 

Pond Study, The Settlers, Low Ropes Adventure, Aboriginal Peoples, 

Woodland Survival and Cross-Country Skiing. 

 

FACILITIES  Students sleep in clean, warm, electrically heated cabins (5-6 to a cabin) 

 with washrooms and showers in an adjacent building with the teachers' 

 cabin centrally located. The main lodge, located very close to the cabins, 

contains the dining room, classroom areas, additional  washrooms, offices 

and first aid equipment.  The 300 acres of fields, forests and stream offer an 

excellent area for studying all aspects of the outdoor education programs in 

the outdoors. 

 

MEALS  We believe that students learn properly only if basic nutritional needs 

 are met first. Menus have been ‘kid-tested’ over many years. Our aim is to 

serve abundant, nutritious food that students really enjoy. With 

 advance notice special dietary restrictions can be accommodated. 

 

 

We look forward to welcoming and teaching your child and hope his/her stay is a challenging, 

educational and fun experience.  Please feel free to contact Lyndsay Fraser, the Outdoor Education 

Director, if you have any further questions. 

 
 


